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Vinayaditya Yuddhamalla I (750-780) was the founder of this dynasty, He was said to have
ruled over the Sap&dalak$a country and to have captured the inaccessible tort of Chitrakuta,
He might have assisted the Rashtrakuta king, Dantidurga, in overthrowing the Badami Chalukya
power and in return acquired his position as the ruler of Podana area. He had a mighty force
of elephants. Yuddhamalla was succeeded by his son, Arikesari I (c. 780-800). Arikesarl was
a great warrior and scholar, He was described as an expert in archery, medicine and in
his knowledge about the elephant force. In the conflicts between the Rashtrakutas and the
Eastern Chalukyas, Arikesari and his successors helped the former, probably as vassals.
It was during the time of Baddega (c. 870-895) thai this dynasty played an important role
in the history of Andhra country. Gunaga Vijayaditya (848-892), the greatest of the Eastern
Chalukyas, is known to have captured Baddoga and offered him protection, This must have
occured in the course of his campaign against the Rashtrakuta ruler, Krishna H, This was
retaliated later, when Baddega captured Bhima (very likely Chalukya Bhima I, successor to
Gunaga Vijayaditya), "as if he seized a crocodile in water." This would indicate that the war
took place near a water-fort in the Vengi area. Besides this achievement, Baddega was known
as the 'hero of forty-two battles', the details of which are not known.
Baddega was succeeded to the throne by his son Yuddhamalla ill (895-9)0), who in turn
was succeeded by his son Narasimha II. Naraslmha II (910-930) was a famous warrior and
bagged a number of victories for his Rashtrakuta master, (ndra Hi. He conquered the Utas,
reduced Malwa and defeated the Qurjara King, Mahipala. He led his armies as far as the
river Ganges.
His son and successor was the most famous Arikesari II (930-955). Ha was the patron of
the Kannada poet Pampa, the author of Vlkremtrjuna-vtjaya, Arikesari married the daughter of
the Rashtrakuta king, fndra HI, Arikesari was responsible for the accession of Amoghavartha ill,
defeating his brother Govinda. In this context, Arikesari II Is said to have given protection to
one Chalukya Bijja, probably a ruier of the Mudigonda line and a subordinate of the Chaiukyas
of Vengi.
After the death of Arikesari II, the kingdom was divided into two parts between the two
sons of Arikesari ii - Vagaraja and Bhadradeva. Bhadradeva ruled from Vemuiavada, the capital
of the kir .urn, while his brother Vagaraja made Gangadhara hit headquarters. Vaga/aja
patronised Somadevasuri, the author of YaSastilaka,
Bhadradeva's successor was Arikesari III (946-68), who was the last ruler of this family.
He was mentioned as "a worshipper of the feet of the Rashtrakuta king, Krishna Hi". However,
the fatal attacks from the Chalukyas (of Kalyani) affected both the Rashtrakutas and their
vassals, the Vemuiavada Chaiukyas.